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SUBJ: SWEDEN CLOSELY MONITORING ETHIOPIAN SITUATION 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 1712 

1. THE SWEDISH POREIGN MINISTRY IS NERVOUSLY MONITORING THE 
SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA FOLLOWING THE PUROR OVER A SWEDISH INTER- 
NATIONAL DEVELOPEMENT AUTHORITY (SIDA) REPORT (REPTEL) AND 

A SHOOTING INCIDENT INVOLVING A MEMBER OP THE SWEDISH EMBASSY 
STALE WHICH APPARENTLY OCCURED MARCH 24. ACCORDING TO MPA 
SOURCE, THE SHOOTING INCIDENT SEEMS TO HAVE INVOLVED A SWEDE 
VISITING THE EMBASSY TO WORK ON COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT. 
PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE THAT HE WAS INVOLVED IN CHECK- 
POINT INCIDENT IN WHICH GUARDS OPENED EIRE, AND WAS WOUNDED 
BY FLYING FRAGMENTS. HE IS REPORTEDLY IN GOOD CONDITION AND 
IS BEING AIR EV ACTED TO MAIROBI MARCH 25. 

2. THE SHOOTING INCIDENT HAS GREATLY INCREASED MFA CONCERN 
OVER WHAT SOURCE DESCRIBED AS "GRADUALLY DETERIORATING" 

SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA. MFA AND SIDA REPRESENTATIVES HELD 
MEETING IN STOCKHOLM MARCH 24, BEFORE SHOOTING INCIDENT 
OCCURRED, TO DISCUSS GOS OPTIONS. POR TIME BEING GOS IS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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CLOSELY WATCHING DEVELOPEMENTS THROUGH PREQUENT CONTACT WITH 
ITS EMBASSY, AND PLANS ARE BEING PREQUIETLY DISCUSSED BOTH 
HERE AND IN ADDIS TO PREPARE POR THE POSSIBILITY OF SUDDEN, 

RAPID WORSENING OF THE SITUATION. POR THE MOMENT, NO "DRASTIC" 

OR "DRAMATIC" MOVES ON SWEDEN'S PART ARE PLANNED, BUT MFA 
WANTS TO BE PREPARED. MFA SOURCE EMPHASIZED THAT SWEDISH 
CONCERN WAS NOT DUE TO IDEOLOGICAL OR POLITICAL DIPFERENCES, 
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BUT RATHERE TO THE INSECURITY ENGENDERED BY THE GENERAL 
ATMOSPHERE IN THE COUNTRY. 

SMITH 
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